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REFLECT ON PERSONAL EXPERE
RELATED TO READING AND)

OTHER STUDENTS WRITE ABOUT HOW
THEIR LOVE OF A PARTICULAR BOOK
HAD AN IMPACT. ON THEIR LITERACY.

LITERACY
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| FOR MANY COLLEGE STUDENTS IN
| FIRST-YEAR WRITING CLASSES, THE
| LITERACY AUTOBIOGRAPHY FORMS THEIR
- FIRST IMPRESSION OF WRITING AS A
. _FIELD OF sTUDY.

SOME STUDENTS WRITE ABOUT HOW AN
ADULT TAUGHT THEM THE IMPORTANCE
OF LITERACY.

¢Qué estas cocinando,

STILL -OTHERS ADDRESS THE TENSION=
BETWEEN THE LANGUAGE USED AT HOME
AND THE LANGUAGE USED AT SCHOOL.







| Page#: >

P“’D” Issue #:

Title:

N DOING 50, LITERACY AUTOBIOGRAPHIES REINFORCE THE IDEA THAT
FORMAL KNOWLEDGE GIVES DEPTH TO PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, THAT BOOK KNOWLED@E
MAKES EXPERIENCE TRULY MEANINGFUL. ‘
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THE PRODIGY LEARNS THE VALUE s

TUE 5ucc555 STORY ovencom—:s ‘
CHALLENGES TO ASCEND TO A OF LITERACY EARLY ON AND HAS PURSUED -
HIGHER LEVEL OF LITERACY. |  IT TO A FAULT SINCE THEN. .

FUTURE f—— »
ENGLISH ; : B ——
ADJUNCT |
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g | THE LITERACY AUTOBIOGRAPHY REQUIRE5
THE VICTIM IDENTIFIES SOMEONE WHO THAT A STUDENT ORIENT THEMSELVES TO THE

STUNTED THEIR LITERATE DEVELOPMENT. WORLD AS A WRITING STUDIES. SCHOLAR.
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SOME STUDENTS LOCATE THEIR LITERACY PRACTICES ON THE MARGINS OF A CULTURE OR

A COMMUNITY, OR THEY LOCATE THEMSELVES IN THE BORDERLANDS BETWEEN
TERACY PRACTICES.

I LOCATE THIS LITERACY AUTOBIOGRAPHY IN THE MARGINS, NOT BECAUSE MY
INSTITUTIONAL AEFILIATION OR RANK, BUT BECAUSE OF MY LIFE EXPERIENCES
{AND ORIENTATION TOWARDS ACADEME.
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SOME LITERACY AUTOBIOGRAPHIES REPRODUCE UNSAVORY TRUTHS ABOUT
ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS AND DISCIPLINES, INCLUDING WRITING STUDIES.

DID YOU SEE

MORE “QUIT LIT"?
HER BLOG? - .

PART OF THE
“"GREAT RESIGNATION”
% I'M AFRAID..
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IN DOING 50, THEY HAVE RESISTED OR RECONSTRUCTED ACADEME IN ORDER TO ACKNOWLEDGE
"THAT A MULTITUDE OF KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS EXIST BEYOND ACADEMIC KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS.
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WRITING, RHETORIC, AND LITERACY STUDIES HAVE, MAYBE BEGRUDINGLY, ACCEPTED WAYS
TO BRING PERSONAL EXPERIENCE INTO ACADEMIC WORK.
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- “WITHIN WRITING STUDIES, BIPOC AND OTHER MARGINALIZED SCHOLARS HAVE PROMOTED -
e VARIOUS METHODS TO CENTER LIVED EXPERIENCE IN ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP. —
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THESE SCHOLARS ATTEMPT TO SUIFT NOT ONLY WHAT WE CONSIDER SCHOLARSHIP AND WHO WE
LOOK TO IN ORDER TO GUIDE THE FIELD BUT WHAT WE CONSIDER PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES.
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TOM HART'S ROSALIE LIGHTNING ‘
THIS 15 A GUT PUNCH,
50 VISCERAL.

IN HI5 GRAPHIC MEMOIR, HART PRESENTS
HIS EXPERIENCES AS SUCH, WITH LITTLE
ATTEMPT TO INTELLECTUALICE THE GRIEF
HE FEELS AFTER HIS INFANT DAUGHTER,
ROSALIE'S SUDDEN DEATH.
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HE DOESN'T EXPLAIN THE EXPERIENCE
50 MUCH AS ALLOW THE READER TO FEEL
THE EXPERIENCE TO THE EXTENT THAT
HE IS5 WILLING AND ABLE TO REPRESENT IT
THROUGH coMICS. ‘

WHILE MY EXPERIENCES DIFFER FROM HART'S, [
MY GOAL |5 THE SAME--TO HELP READERS FEEL
THE EXPERIENCES THAT I DEPICT IN THESE PAGES.
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HEARTBREAKING...
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I WANT READERS TO CONNECT WITH THE BOOK BECAUSE THEY RELATE TO THE FEELINGS
EVOKED NOT BECAUSE IT REFLECTS THEIR EXPERIENCES BACK TO THEM OR BECAUSE THE
THEORIES I BRING INTO IT MAKE MY EXPERIENCES CONSUMABLE.







Title: (A2

CHAPTER 1:
UNDERLYING CONDITIONS

/} CHAPTER 1 FOCUSES ON GETTING INVOLVED WITH ANTI-FASCIST ORGANICING IN THE 19905.
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CHAPTER 3:
BREAKTHROUGH CASES
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CHAPTER 3 ILLUSTRATES MY INVOLVEMENT IN THE STRUGGLE FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY
IN THE EARLY 20105 AND BRINGING ACTIVISM INTO WRITING STUDIES.
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CoMmuTy J0IN UNITED CAMPUS
COMMUNITY TRANSMISSION :
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CUAPTER 4 DEL

VES INTO MY WORK HELPING TO ORGANIZE THE FIRST HIGHER-EDUCATION
UnNIoN IN MISSISSIPPI IN THELLATE 20105.
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| CUAPTER s
ANTIBODIES
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CHAPTER S DOCUMENTS MY TURN TOWARD COMICS AND ONLINE
DURING THE CcOVID-19 PANDEMIC.
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